
An estimated 6% of drivers 
are using some type of 
phone (either hand-held or 
hands-free) at any typical 
daylight moment. 
Activities performed when 
completing a phone call 
(reaching for a phone, 
looking up a contact and 
dialing the number) can 
increase crash risk. 

DISTRACTIONS now join 
alcohol and speeding as 

leading factors in fatal and 
serious injury crashes.

On the road...
off the phone

In 2015, 3,477 people were 
killed and an estimated 

additional 391,000 injured 
in motor vehicle crashes 

involving distracted drivers.

CELL PHONES are one of 
the most quickly adopted 
technologies in history...

txdrivingconcern.org



DRIVING  CHANGE

The National Safety Council® recommends businesses 
encourage employees to record a voice mail greeting telling 
callers it is not safe to make or receive calls while driving. 
Visit us at txdrivingconcern.org for more FREE resources 
and information on what you can do to encourage your 
employees to drive safely.

CELL PHONE BANS can help protect employees 
and reduce crash costs. To help you develop an 
effective cell phone ban policy, the National Safety 
Council has a free comprehensive Cell Phone Policy 
Kit to help employers build leadership support and 
communicate to employees the risks and need for a 
cell phone policy. The kit provides:

• Sample policy*
• Communications to build management support
• Employee communications roll out calendar
• Answers to frequently asked questions
• Mythbusters info
• Activities to build employee buy-in
• Posters
• Newsletter articles
• Stories from families affected by crashes
• And much more!

DATA SOURCES
Texas Dept. of Transportation; National Safety Council;
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration;  
distraction.gov; Virginia Tech Transportation Institute
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MULTIPLE LAWSUITS have 
found employers liable for 
employee crashes involving 
cell phone use while driving. 
Examples of jury and judge 
awards and out-of-court 
settlements include:
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 ▶ $21.5 million – Corpus 
Christi beverage company

 ▶ $18 million – Alabama 
trucking company

 ▶ $16.1 million – Arkansas 
lumber distributor

 ▶ $5.2 million – Georgia 
paper company

HANG UP AND DRIVE
Even portable hands-free and vehicle-integrated  hands-free cell phone use involve visual-manual tasks at least half of the time, which is associated with a greater crash risk.


