Frequently Asked Questions About Aggressive Driving
(and How To Answer Them)

Requiring employees to obey traffic laws and drive defensively as a condition of employment—even when they
are off the clock—will likely prompt questions from employees. Below are some questions you might get asked,
along with responses.

1. What is aggressive driving?
Common examples of aggressive driving include speeding, frequent and unnecessary lane changes, tailgating,
running red lights or stop signs and passing on the right. Driver distractions, such as talking on the phone, can
also result in aggressive driving because drivers simply aren’t paying attention to what is going on around them.
These behaviors create unsafe situations, frustrate other drivers and can lead to road rage.

2. Why are you creating a company policy if moving violations, like
speeding, are already against the law?
We care about our employees, and we want to encourage you to arm yourself with the defensive driving skills
that will reduce your chances of getting into a serious crash. A new policy to prevent aggressive driving is just
one more thing we can do to help keep employees safe and injury-free.

3. Can you get a ticket for aggressive driving?
Drivers can be fined up to $200 for each moving violation associated with aggressive driving, including
speeding, and may spend time in jail. Many people do not realize that you can get a ticket for driving too fast
even if you’re driving the posted speed limit. It’s called “unsafe speed.” You must adjust your speed and slow
down when the weather is bad, when traffic is heavy or when entering a work zone.

4. If I see someone driving aggressively, shouldn’t I speed up to get away
from their vehicle?
It is true that you should put as much distance as you can between yourself and an aggressive driver or a driver
you think may be impaired. However, you shouldn’t put yourself at additional risk by speeding. Pull over, turn
right or take the next exit to keep out of harm’s way.

5. What should I do if I’m the victim of road rage?
The most important thing is to avoid any conflict if possible, even if you think you are in the right. For example,
if someone is following you too closely, let them pass. Always keep your emotions in check: Don’t make
inappropriate hand gestures, honk your horn or attempt to retaliate. Simply give the other driver plenty of
space and move on. If you’re concerned for your safety or the safety of other drivers, call 9-1-1.
Defensive driving means not only taking responsibility for yourself and your actions but also keeping an eye on
the other guy. It means driving at safe speeds, avoiding distractions that take your eyes off the road, and being
respectful of other motorists. Don’t tailgate, and give other drivers room to merge or change lanes.
The National Safety Council saves lives by preventing injuries and deaths at work, in homes and
communities, and on the roads, through leadership, research, education and advocacy. For more
information about safe driving in Texas, please visit the Texas Chapter of the National Safety
Council at txdrivingconcern.org/safecompany, call 888-222-4143 or email texas@nsc.org.

